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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2313

Passed Legislature - 1998 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Comerce & Labor (originally sponsored by
Representati ves Wod, Boldt and Conway; by request of Departnent of
Labor & Industries)

Read first tine 01/29/98. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to enforcenent of the elevator and other
conveyances |aw, anending RCW 70.87.010, 70.87.030, 70.87.090, and
70.87.120; adding a new section to chapter 70.87 RCW and prescribing
penal ties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.87.010 and 1997 ¢ 216 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, except where a different
interpretation is required by the context:

(1) "Omer" means any person having title to or control of a
conveyance, as guardian, trustee, |essee, or otherw se;

(2) "Conveyance" neans an elevator, escalator, dunmbwaiter, belt
manl i ft, autonobile parking elevator, ((er)) noving walk, ((a+)) and
other elevating devices, as defined in this section;

(3) "Existing installations" neans all conveyances for which pl ans
were conpl eted and accepted by the owner, or for which the plans and
specifications have been filed with and approved by the departnent
before June 13, 1963, and work on the erection of which was begun not
nmore than twel ve nonths thereafter;

p. 1 ESHB 2313. SL
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(4) "Elevator"™ means a hoisting or |owering machi ne equi pped with
a car or platformthat noves in guides and serves two or nore floors or
| andi ngs of a building or structure;

(a) "Passenger elevator"” nmeans an el evator (i) on which passengers
are permtted to ride and (ii) that may be used to carry freight or
materials when the |load carried does not exceed the capacity of the
el evat or;

(b) "Freight elevator" neans an elevator (i) used primarily for
carrying freight and (ii) on which only the operator, the persons
necessary for |oading and unl oadi ng, and other enployees approved by
the departnent are permtted to ride;

(c) "Sidewalk elevator" neans a freight elevator that: (1)
Qperates between a sidewal k or other area outside the building and
floor levels inside the building below the outside area, (ii) has no
| andi ng opening into the building at its upper limt of travel, and
(ti1) is not used to carry autonobil es;

(d) "Hand elevator" neans an elevator utilizing manual energy to
nove the car;

(e) "Inclined elevator" neans an elevator that travels at an angle
of inclination of seventy degrees or less fromthe horizontal;

(f) "Multideck elevator” neans an elevator having two or nore
conpartnents | ocated one i medi ately above the other;

(g) "Qoservation elevator" neans an elevator designed to permt
exterior view ng by passengers while the car is traveling;

(h) "Power elevator" neans an elevator utilizing energy other than
gravitational or manual to nove the car;

(i) "Electric elevator" neans an elevator where the energy is
applied by nmeans of an electric driving nmachine;

(j) "Hydraulic elevator" neans an el evator where the energy is
applied by nmeans of a liquid under pressure in a cylinder equipped with
a plunger or piston;

(k) "Direct-plunger hydraulic el evator" neans a hydraulic el evator
having a plunger or cylinder directly attached to the car frane or
pl at f or m

(1) "Electro-hydraulic elevator"” neans a direct-plunger elevator
where liquid is punped under pressure directly into the cylinder by a
punp driven by an electric notor;

ESHB 2313. SL p. 2
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(m " Mai nt ai ned- pressure hydraulic el evator" nmeans a direct-pl unger
el evator where liquid under pressure is available at all tinmes for
transfer into the cylinder;

(n) "Roped hydraulic elevator” nmeans a hydraulic el evator having
its plunger or piston connected to the car with wire ropes or
indirectly coupled to the car by neans of wire ropes and sheaves;

(o) "Rack and pinion elevator" neans a power elevator, with or
wi thout a counterweight, that is supported, raised, and lowered by a
notor or notors that drive a pinion or pinions on a stationary rack
nounted in the hoistway;

(p) "Screw colum elevator" neans a power elevator having an
uncount erwei ghted car that is supported, raised, and | owered by neans
of a screw thread;

(g) "Rooftop elevator" neans a power passenger or freight el evator
t hat operates between a | anding at roof |evel and one | andi ng bel ow and
opens onto the exterior roof level of a building through a horizontal
openi ng;_

(r) "Special purpose personnel elevator"” neans an elevator that is
limted in size, capacity, and speed, and permanently installed in
structures such as grain elevators, radio antenna, bridge towers,
underground facilities, dans, power plants, and simlar structures to
provide vertical transportation of authorized personnel and their tools
and equi pnent only;

(s) "Worknmen’ s construction el evator”" neans an el evator that is not
part of the permanent structure of a building and is used to raise and
| ower workers and other persons connected with, or related to, the
bui | di ng proj ect ;

(t) "Boat |aunching elevator" neans an elevator, as defined by
subsections (2) and (4) of this section, that serves a boat |aunching
structure and a beach or water surface and is used for the carrying or
handling of boats in which people ride;

(u) "lLimted-use/linmted-application elevator" means a power
passenger el evator where the use and application is limted by size,
capacity, speed, and rise, intended principally to provide vertica
transportation for people with physical disabilities;

(5) "Escal ator"” neans a power-driven, inclined, continuous stairway
used for raising and | oweri ng passengers;

(6) "Dunbwaiter" nmeans a hoisting and | owering nmechani sm equi pped
with a car (a) that noves in guides in a substantially vertica

p. 3 ESHB 2313. SL
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direction, (b) the floor area of which does not exceed nine square
feet, (c) the inside height of which does not exceed four feet, (d) the
capacity of which does not exceed five hundred pounds, and (e) that is
used exclusively for carrying materials;

(7) "Autonobile parking elevator” neans an elevator: (a) Located
in either a stationary or horizontally noving hoistway; (b) used
excl usively for parking autonobil es where, during the parking process,
each autonobile is noved either under its own power or by neans of a
power -driven transfer device onto and off the elevator directly into
par ki ng spaces or cubicles inline with the elevator; and (c) in which
no persons are normally stationed on any |evel except the receiving
| evel ;

(8) "Moving wal k™ nmeans a passenger carrying device (a) on which
passengers stand or walk and (b) on which the passenger carrying
surface remains parallel to its direction of notion;

(9) "Belt manlift" nmeans a power driven endl ess belt provided with
steps or platforns and a hand hold for the transportati on of personnel
fromfloor to floor;

(10) "Departnent"” neans the departnent of |abor and industries;

(11) "Director" nmeans the director of the departnent or his or her
representative;

(12) "lInspector"” means an el evator inspector of the departnment or
an elevator inspector of a nmunicipality having in effect an el evator
ordi nance pursuant to RCW 70. 87. 200;

(13) "Permt" means a permt issued by the departnent to construct,
install, or operate a conveyance;

(14) "Person" neans this state, a political subdivision, any public
or private corporation, any firm or any other entity as well as an
i ndi vi dual ;

(15) "One-man capacity manlift" means a single passenger, hand-
powered counterweighted device, or electric-powered device, that
travels vertically in guides and serves two or nore |andings;

(16) "Private residence conveyance" neans a conveyance installed in
or on the premses of a single-famly dwelling and operated for
transporting persons or property fromone elevation to another

(17) "Material hoist" neans a hoist that is not a part of a
permanent structure used to raise or lower materials during

construction, alteration, or denolition. It is not applicable to the

ESHB 2313. SL p. 4
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tenporary use of permanently installed personnel elevators as nmateri al
hoi st ;

(18) "Material [lift" means a lift that (a) is permanently
installed, (b) is conprised of a car or platformthat noves in guides,
(c) serves two or nore floors or landings, (d) travels in a vertical or
inclined position, (e) is an isolated, self-contained lift, (f) is not
part of a conveying system and (g) is installed in a comercial or
industrial area not accessible to the general public or intended to be
operated by the general public;

(19) "Casket lift" nmeans a lift that (a) is installed at a
nortuary, (b) is designed exclusively for carrying of caskets, (c)
noves in guides in a basically vertical direction, and (d) serves two
or nore floors or |andings;

(20) "Wheelchair lift" nmeans a |lift that travels in a vertical or
inclined direction and is designed for use by physically handi capped
persons;

(21) "Stairway chair lift" nmeans a lift that travels in a basically
inclined direction and is designed for use by physically handi capped
persons;

(22) "Personnel hoist" neans a hoist that is not a part of a
permanent structure, is installed inside or outside buildings during
construction, alteration, or denolition, and used to raise or |ower
wor kers and ot her persons connected with, or related to, the building
project. The hoist may also be used for transportation of materials.

Sec. 2. RCW70.87.030 and 1994 c 164 s 28 are each anmended to read
as foll ows:

Hrdustral—safety—and-health-of thedepartment—)) The departnent shal

adopt rules governing the nechanical and electrical operation,
erection, installation, alterations, inspection, acceptance tests, and
repai r of conveyances that are necessary and appropriate and shall al so
adopt m nimum standards governing existing installations. In the
execution of this rul e-making power and before the adoption of rules,
the departnment shall consider the rules for the safe nechanical
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operation, erection, installation, alteration, inspection, and repair
of conveyances, including the American National Standards lInstitute

Safety Code for Personnel and Material Hoists, the American Society of

Mechani cal Engineers Safety Code for Elevators, Dunbwaiters, and

Escal ators, and any anendatory or suppl enental provisions thereto. The
departnment by rule shall establish a schedule of fees to pay the costs
incurred by the departnent for the work related to adm nistrati on and
enforcenment of this chapter. Nothing in this chapter Iimts the
authority of the departnent to prescribe or enforce general or speci al
safety orders as provided by | aw.

Sec. 3. RCW70.87.090 and 1983 ¢ 123 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) An operating permt is required for each conveyance operated in
the state of Washington except during its erection by the person or
firm responsible for its installation. A permt issued by the
departnment shall be kept conspicuously posted near the conveyance.

(2) The departnment may permt the tenporary use of a conveyance
duringitsinstallation or alteration, under the authority of alimted
permt issued by the departnent for each class of service. Limted
permts shall be issued for a period not to exceed thirty days and may
be renewed at the discretion of the departnent. This limted-use

pernmt is to provide transportation for construction personnel, tools,

and materials only. Wiere alimted permt is issued, a notice bearing

the information that the equi pnent has not been finally approved shal
be conspi cuously posted.

Sec. 4. RCW70.87.120 and 1997 ¢ 216 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnment shall appoint and enploy inspectors, as may be
necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter, under the
provi sions of the rules adopted by the WAshi ngton personnel resources
board in accordance with chapter 41.06 RCW

(2)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, the departnent
shal | cause all conveyances to be inspected and tested at |east once
each year. |Inspectors have the right during reasonabl e hours to enter
into and upon any building or premses in the discharge of their
official duties, for the purpose of nmaking any inspection or testing
any conveyance contai ned thereon or therein. | nspections and tests

ESHB 2313. SL p. 6
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shall conformw th the rul es adopted by the departnent. The depart nent
shal |l inspect all installations before it issues any initial permt for
operation. Permts shall not be issued until the fees required by this
chapter have been paid.

(b)(i) Private residence conveyances operated exclusively for
single-famly use shall be inspected and tested only when required
under RCW 70. 87.100 or as necessary for the purposes of subsection (4)
of this section and shall be exenpt fromRCW70.87.090 unl ess an annual
inspection and operating permt are requested by the owner.

(1i1) The department may performadditional inspections of a private
resi dence conveyance at the request of the owner of the conveyance.
Fees for these inspections shall be in accordance with the schedul e of
fees adopted for operating permts pursuant to RCW 70.87.030. An
i nspection requested under this subsection (2)(b)(ii) shall not be
performed until the required fees have been paid.

(3) If inspection shows a conveyance to be in an unsafe condition,
the departnent shall issue an inspection report in witing requiring
the repairs or alterations to be made to the conveyance that are
necessary to render it safe and may al so suspend or revoke a permt
pursuant to RCW 70.87.125 or order the operation of a conveyance
di sconti nued pursuant to RCW 70. 87. 145.

(a) A penalty may be assessed under RCW 70.87.185 for failure to
correct a violation within ninety days after the owner is notified in
witing of inspection results.

(b) The owner may be assessed a penalty under RCW 70.87.185 for
failure to subm<t official notification in witing to the departnent
that all corrections have been conpl et ed.

(4) The departnment may investigate accidents and alleged or
apparent violations of this chapter.

*NEWSECTIO\N. Sec. 5. A newsection is added to chapter 70. 87 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Any fee aut hori zed under thi s chapter shall not be new y i nposed or
i ncreased wi thout prior |egislative approval .

*Sec. 5 was vetoed. See nmessage at end of chapter.

Passed the House February 2, 1998.

Passed the Senate March 10, 1998.

Approved by the Governor March 25, 1998, with the exception of
certain itens that were vetoed.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 25, 1998.

p. 7 ESHB 2313. SL
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Note: Governor’s explanation of partial veto is as foll ows:

"I am returning herewith, w thout ny approval as to section 5,
Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 2313 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to enforcenent of the elevator and other
conveyances | aw; "

This bill assures uniformenforcenment of safety standards for the
wi de variety of elevators and ot her conveyances used by the public. It
wi | | enhance both public and worker safety.

However, section 5 of ESHB 2313 woul d prohibit the Departnent of
Labor and Industries frominposing new fees or increasing fees for the
el evator inspection program w thout prior |egislative approval, even
when necessary to maintain the solvency of the program Such a
requi renent woul d cause del ays that coul d jeopardi ze public safety and
i s unnecessary. The Legislature has included a proviso in the budget
which limts expenditures of the elevator programto a | evel that does
not exceed the revenues generated by the program Furthernore, the
departnent is already restricted by Initiative 601 as to the anount the
fees can be increased.

For these reasons, | have vetoed section 5 of Engrossed Substitute
House Bill No. 2313.

Wth the exception of section 5, | am approving Engrossed
Substitute House Bill No. 2313."

ESHB 2313. SL p. 8



